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Sacramento to 
ban coronavirus 
evictions, events 


BY THERESA CLIFT 
AND TONY BIZJAK 


tclift@sacbee.com 
thizjak@sacbee.com 


Sacramento city officials 
announced Thursday several 
actions they plan to take in an 
attempt to prevent a further 
spread of the new coronavirus, 


as well as to help businesses and 


parents struggling as people 


avoid public places and schools 
shut down. 

The City Council will vote on 
the measures during a special 
meeting Friday at 1 p.m., Mayor 
Darrell Steinberg said. That 
meeting will not be open to the 
public, to prevent the spread of 
the virus, but will be live- 
streamed. 

The actions include: 

e Free metered parking from 


4:30 p.m. onward for up to 30 
days, to encourage people to 
visit restaurants and businesses. 
All other parking enforcement is 
still in place. 

eA ban on evictions for resi- 
dential and business tenants 
who are unable to pay rent due 
to reasons related to the coro- 
navirus. 

“Nobody should be evicted 
because they are short of cash 


in one way or another because 
of the coronavirus,” Steinberg 
said during a press conference 
at City Hall Thursday. 

San Jose and several other 
cities around the country have 
enacted eviction bans. The 
Sacramento Tenants Union and 
other activists had been pressur- 
ing Sacramento officials to fol- 
low suit. 

“Let’s say you’re a restaurant 
worker,” Councilman Steve 
Hansen said. “The restaurant 
has no shifts because no one is 
going and you can’t make rent. 
This will encourage and require 
the landlord not to kick you 
out.” 

If the council passes it Friday, 
it would take effect immediate- 
ly, Hansen said. 

e A $1 million economic re- 
lief package for small local busi- 
nesses including restaurants, 
retail and day care providers. It 
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BACTERIA BEAR NOT IMMUNE? 


DANIEL KIM dkim@sacbee.com 


The bronze California grizzly bear statue in front of the governor’s office, affectionately known as “Bacteria Bear,” is hands-off for 
now, with signs saying “Please do not touch the bear,” and “Please do wash your hands for at least 20 seconds,” along with ropes 
keeping visitors at bay due to concerns over spreading the coronavirus. 


Sacramento parade, events canceled 
or postponed due to coronavirus fear 


BY SAM STANTON, TONY BIZJAK 
AND DALE KASLER 


sstanton@sacbee.com 
tbizjak@sacbee.com 
dkasler@sacbee.com 


Sacramento’s St. Patrick’s 
Day parade was canceled. The 
Mondavi Center at UC Davis 
scrapped all events through the 
end of the month. Republic FC 
soccer games have been sus- 
pended for 30 days. 

Golden 1 Center postponed 
three concerts, including one by 
superstar Cher, and Folsom’s 


Harris Center canceled every 
show through the end of March. 
Cal Expo canceled a boat and 
RV show and postponed Comic- 
Con. 

Hours after Gov. Gavin New- 
som urged people to avoid 
groups of more than 250 people 
during the coronavirus crisis, 
the region was hit with a wave 
of event cancellations and post- 
ponements ranging from cher- 
ished civic traditions to winery 
tastings. 

The 24th annual St. Patrick’s 
Day parade, which typically 


draws tens of thousands of 
people to the Old Sacramento 
waterfront, was one of the first 
to cancel Thursday, followed by 
a cascade of others. 

“Out of respect for the health 
and safety of our campus and 
community of arts lovers, as of 
today the Mondavi Center is 
canceling all public events 
through March 31,” the center 
said. 

“Ticket holders for the affect- 
ed events have been contacted, 
and refunds are in progress. 
Due to the high call volume we 


are experiencing in our Ticket 
Office, we encourage patrons to 
visit our website for updated 
information on cancellations.” 

Republic FC soccer games 
will be suspended for at least 30 
days, according to a United 
Soccer League announcement. 
And the California Interscholas- 
tic Federation canceled the rest 
of the CIF State Basketball 
Championships, including title 
games set for this weekend at 
Golden 1 Center. 

“This decision was made after 
careful deliberation and in the 
primary interest of protecting 
the health and safety of our 
member schools, fans, and most 
importantly, our student-ath- 
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BONUS CONTENT 
TAKING CARE DURING THE CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK 


For up-to-date news and cancellations, visit sacbee.com. For information on what you need 
to know to take care of yourself and others during this pandemic, including what it’s like to 
have coronavirus and what you need if you are quarantined, go to the Coronavirus section of 
your eEdition, available behind the local sections, at sacbee.com/eedition. 


DANIEL KIM dkim@sacbee.com 


Gov. Gavin Newsom talks 
about the state's efforts to 
respond to the coronavirus 
during a news conference at 
the Capitol on Thursday. It’s 
“imperative” that the federal 
government send necessary 
chemical reagents, he said. 


Newsom 
says state 
needs 
more 
virus tests 


BY SOPHIA BOLLAG AND 
ALEXANDRA YOON-HENDRICKS 


sbollag@sacbee.com 
ayoon-hendricks@sacbee.com 


California has more than 
8,000 coronavirus tests, but 
county public health labs 
can’t use all of them because 
many test kits lack necessary 
chemical components, Gov. 
Gavin Newsom said Thurs- 
day. 

That discrepancy has 
forced some county public 
health labs, including Sacra- 
mento’s, to rely on private 
labs to work down a backlog 
of tests. 

Newsom at news confer- 
ences this week twice likened 
the coronavirus test kits the 
state received from the feder- 
al government to “printers 
without ink,” meaning the 
kits can’t work as designed 
without essential materials. 

Some of the kits the state 
received from the federal 
government lack chemical 
reagents, which are needed to 
actually run tests for the coro- 
navirus that causes CO- 
VID-19 disease, Newsom 
said. 

It’s “imperative” that the 
federal government send 
more necessary chemical 
reagents, he said during a 
news conference at the Capi- 
tol. 

“I am surprised this is not 
more of the national con- 
versation,” Newsom said. 
“We need to focus in on these 
tests.” 

Sacramento’s public health 
department is one of 18 public 
health labs currently testing 
for the virus. In total, the 
state’s public health labs have 
run more than 1,500 tests, 
Newsom said Thursday 
morning. 

Nearly 200 people have 
tested positive for the virus in 
the state. 

More than 1,300 people 
have tested positive for the 
virus in the United States, 
according to data from Johns 
Hopkins University. The ac- 
tual number of infected peo- 
ple is likely much higher be- 
cause testing is being limited 
by the federal Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven- 
tion. 

In Sacramento, the 
coronavirus test shortage is 
constraining officials to work- 
ing with just 20 tests kits 
from the CDC per day — 
that’s about 25-30 people 
whose samples can be tested 
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